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In a latte-coloured Ford Fiesta, I drove my newly 
appointed fairy winemothers and fellow Masters of 
Wine Jancis Robinson and Fiona Morrison of Le Pin 
(pictured above) around the Right and Left Banks 
with a musical selection borrowed from my local 
library. The CD collection included Nina Simone, a 
Jools Holland compilation and, the couldn’t-get- 
more-pretentious-a-title than ‘Music for Wine 
Lovers’. To be fair to the album, it did lead to a 
pretty cheery sing along.   

In fact, it was a fairly cheery week, not only because 
the sun was shining – unlike last year’s soggy 

semaine – but because the wines were bloody 
delicious. Even as barrel samples. 

In a region it’s inevitable that there are going to be 
hits and misses, particularly when there’s drought 
and young vines have their roots in gravel or sandy 
soils but on the whole, there are very few wines 
that you’d put in room 101.  The standard is high – 
unless you misjudged your picking date or you went 
at the wines hammer and tongs, overextracting and 
overoaking. 

It is also inevitable that some appellations
performed better than others in this year of two 
halves: the wet and the dry. 

 "...on the whole, there are very 
few wines you'd put in room 101."
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But don’t try to compare this to 2010, 2009, 
2005…this vintage is “unprecedented” says the 
official report; others are saying “unparalleled” 
“atypical” and other superlatives that will have 
winery marketing teams overexcited. 

This is a succinct, informative and moderately 
entertaining report because let’s face it, wine is 
meant to be interesting and fun. 

If you want the geeky weather graphs or analysis, 
there’s a bit of that and if you want more, let me 
know for next time. 

Let's bask in the glory of this vintage and not spoil 
the warm glow by mentioning the prices.  

Yet. 
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January-June 
It rained, a lot,which caused disease; 

June-September  
It didn’t rain - at all. Vines went into shutdown and 
didn’t ripen grapes; 

September 13, Left Bank 
A storm arrives from the Basque country bringing 
rain – and plenty of it. Hooray. The vines start to 
ripen grapes again; 

September 25th Right Bank 
 It finally rains. About bloody time – sighs of relief 
all round. The vines start to work again and the 
harvest finally takes place when the grapes decide 
to ripen in early to mid-October, making this one of 
the latest harvests on record.  

The weather

"We think that the vines in the 
gravel soils stopped working 
and that’s one of the reasons for 
the low alcohol.  In the end that 
has been a good thing. We used to 
say there’s no such thing as too 
much ripeness but that philosophy 
has changed.” 
Aymeric de Gironde, Chateau Cos d'Estournel



“During the first fortnight of August, cold 
winds came from the north-west; we 
couldn’t swim in Arcachon because it was 
so cold. The yields of the Cabernet 
Sauvignon were very small as a result.” 
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Why are the wines so deeply coloured and tannic? 
Warm days and cool nights in September “were
conducive to the unusually large accumulation of 
phenolic compounds, as well as the preservation of 
aromas and acidity.”  At Chateau Margaux and 
elsewhere (but not everywhere), the Cabernet berries 
were rather small, creating a higher amount of skin to 
juice, causing even greater depth of colour. 

Woah, these wines make my mouth water  (and it’s 
nothing to do with Opal Fruits in the fermentation) 
Yes, the acidity seems fresh, fresh, fresh despite a 
drought; a warm September and October and the late 
picking dates. Thank the cool nights in the weeks 
running up to the harvest for saving the acidity. The 
official harvest report shows that the levels of total 
acidity and malic acidity were often lower in 2016 
than in 2015 – although you find a similar pH to 2015, 
12, 11 and 10. Overall, the sensation of freshness 
remains – perhaps that’s a wider reflection of the 
balance of this vintage and moderate alcohol levels. 

 Where are those green bell pepper notes that 
traditional English claret drinkers like but our 
American counterparts poo-pooh? 
Turns out the sexily entitled isobutyl- 
methoxypyrazines that cause this green veg note 
took some well-earned time off in 2016.  Even early 
on in the ripening process, it couldn't be  detected,  let 
alone at picking.  

How the wines truly reflect the growing season

Didier Cuvelier, Chateau Leoville Poyferre



St.-Emilion: A mixed bag. Lovely chalky tannins on limestone. 
Sweet, fragrant, great freshness; 

Pomerol: Ripe, sweet, sexy, fragrant, fresh, chocolate tannins, 
 coulis-like fruit, huge concentration; 

Pessac-Leognan: Both superb and disappointing, lacking its 
classical elegance at times; sandpapery tannins; 

Margaux: Varied. Sometimes unfriendly. A sexy appellation 
lacking sex appeal; 

St.-Julien: Captures essence of appellation. Sweet, fragrant, 
fine, precise. Get out the superlatives. 

Pauillac: Harnessed power, mid-weight framework, sweet, 
aromatic, abundant, resolved tannins; 

St.-Estephe: High standard; sweet, expansive; massive tannins 
but fine not rugged. Bloody delicious.    

“We never have enough 
to fill up the vats but 
this year we were saying 
stop, stooppp!!!” 
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Jean-Philippe Delmas, Chateau Haut-Brion

Key appellations in a dozen words or fewer 



Tales of the Unexpected
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There's only so long you can discuss weather 
conditions, berry sizes and phenolic content before 
you want to have a conversation about something 
other than wine. The same goes for wine reports. 
Surely there's more to Bordeaux en primeur week 
than Cabernet and Merlot? Here's the lighter side of 
my discoveries: 

Jean-Michel Cazes, the doyen of Chateau Lynch- 
Bages has, among a stash of travel-related trinkets, a 
plastic T-rex in sunshine yellow in his office called 
Gideon; 

The manager of Chateau Giscours, Alexander Van 
Beek, was spotted whizzing across a Bordeaux 
pedestrian crossing in a dinner suit on a segway. He 
was going too quickly for me to get photographic 
evidence; 

It turns out Olivier Berrouet, director of Petrus, 
once did a vintage in the rural Australian town of 
Mildura. He has spent more nights than anyone 
possibly should have at the town’s nightclub Dom’s. 
I am guilty of the same offence; 

Going to prove you should never judge a book by its 
cover: the besuited, bespectacled Philippe Vidal 
of Domaine Clarence Dillon, the company that owns 
Haut-Brion, loves hard rock and playing his bass 
guitar; 

Belgium makes Chardonnay. Thanks to the 
Thienponts of Le Pin for getting us confused in a 
blind tasting; 

Jancis Robinson sings a pretty good La Donna e 

Mobile; 

Lilian Barton-Sartorius of Chateaux Langoa-Barton 
and Leoville-Barton loves twiglets and Rose's lime 
cordial. Treat her next time you’re passing St,-Julien; 

The swing (pictured on the cover) hangs at Chateau 
Lafleur in Pomerol. Petrus lies in the distance. 
Shortly after this picture was taken, I managed to 
squeeze my bottom on the seat and took a turn. The 
estate's incredible 2016 wine had clearly made me 
more giddy than usual. 



E N  
P R I M E U R

Selling and buying Bordeaux wine before it has been 
bottled is far from novel: back in the eighteenth century, 
the estate manager at Chateau Latour sold an entire 
harvest after fermentation to a single British merchant, 
avoiding the costs of storing, racking and bottling. At 
particularly tough times in the mid-20th century, grapes 
were sold on the vine (sur souche). While that practice 
has been consigned to history, the face of en primeur
changed in the 1970s and early 1980s:    wine was sold as 
futures to the end consumer.  But times they are a- 
changing:  Latour no longer sells its wines en primeur 
with others following suit, leading people to reconsider 
the role of en primeur in Bordeaux. 
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Cheval Blanc’s chef is a happy man. The winery has started to 
produce a white wine and suddenly he has a whole new world 
of recipes beyond lamb or beef to dish up. It’s been a long time 
coming: since acquiring La Tour de Pin across the road from 
Cheval Blanc in 2006, there’s been a lot of work done on Le 
Petit Cheval Blanc. Back in 2009 the first bottles of white wine 
were made, which the winery’s aesthetically pleasing technical 
director, Pierre-Olivier Clouet admitted were “awful”.  Its first 
release comes from the 2014 vintage -  when they had made 
“something interesting”. Fermented in barrels and left to 
mature for 19 months, this Sauvignon Blanc is richly aromatic 
and piquant, offering blackcurrant and elderflowers. It’s round 
and creamy, almost Meursault-like in its texture. Fresh and 
zingy on the finish, 4000 bottles have been made and will sell 
at around 50 euros per bottle ex cellar.   

T H E  O L D  

T H E  N E W

&



T H E    
T O P  1 0 0
These wines were all tasted as barrel samples during en primeur week in April 2017. 

With almost 30 percent of the wines achieving more than 90 points, the general standard is nothing short of 
incredible. There are no 100-point wines here. I’ve never had the perfect wine and I truly believe that there will 
only be a handful in my lifetime. A 99 or 100-point wine has to truly move me – goosebumps, tears…I’m not sure a 
wine that’s still undergoing maturation can achieve that. 

 A wine that scores 96-98 is truly exceptional, showing incredible character, complexity and longevity. If a wine has 
scored between 93 and 95 points it will be a  profound wine with complexity and long length. In fact, anything over 
90 points is, in my opinion, fantastic. These wines offer real excellence in their category and I wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend. 

*NB Due to some inconsiderate flight scheduling by KLM, I missed the final tasting on my itinerary in Pauillac. As a 
result, I didn't get a chance to taste Pichon Baron, Pontet-Canet and Grand-Puy-Lacoste. 
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You'll find the scores and reviews of the 100 top-scoring wines in the coming pages ranked by 

score. There are many more reviews, available  free to view on my website: www.rebeccagibb.com 
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The 
Top 
100 Chateau Lafite Rothschild, Pauillac  

Very seductive and supple, caressing the palate yet there's huge power and abundant tannins 

that give this a long life ahead. Huge concentration without heaviness. Dark fruits like 

blackberry and liquorice. The fine line of acidity makes your mouth water. Superb. Long. 

Chateau Latour, Pauillac 

Very elegant and pure, super fresh. Masses of power and drive on the finish thanks to the 

combination of fresh acidity and tannins. There might be lots of tannin but it is so finely 

pixellated. Long, fine and drawn out. Just gorgeous.

Chateau Haut-Brion, Pessac-Leognan 

Fine and round; powerful and smart. Sweetly fruited and expansive yet retains a sense of 

elegance and restraint. Has a sense of self-assuredness in a relaxed way - not trying hard. 

Mouth-coating tannins that are like fine pin-pricks in texture. 

Chateau Leoville Las Cases, Grand Vin de Leoville, St-Julien 

Very fine, precise and elegant while having fruit richness on the bones.  Just my sort of wine. 

The tannins are superb - there's lots of them but they are elegant with beautiful texture. 

 Complex, long and with a long long life ahead. I was close to having a tear in my eye after 

tasting it. 

Chateau Mouton Rothschild, Pauillac 

Very fine and precise nose. Pure, elegant, floral and fine. Great concentration without weight; 

mouthwatering acidity invigorates the palate and the very fine tannins coat the palate. The 

quantity of tannin is there allowing this to be one for the long haul. Long, drawn out. 

Vieux Chateau Certan, Pomerol  

Dense and concentrated. Dark and sweetly fruited. Full and envelops the mouth. Seamless 

and opulent in the mouth with lovely sinew on the finish. Sexy and intense but with lovely 

texture. 

Chateau Lafleur, Pomerol 

Very pure and sexy. Light style, delicacy on the palate. A dark cherry and damson fruited 

wine  - blacker fruit than usual due to the long ripening time. The 55% Cab Franc gives lift and 

precision, as well as attractive violet aromas.. An expressive wine with mouth-coating, very 

fine textural tannins. Long and drawn out with sweet fruits lingering for minutes. A wine 

that demands attention and needs you to look at over the longue duree. This is subtle elegant 

complex and joyful - so much so that I went and had a go on their outdoor swing afterwards. 

Yippee! 

Chateau d'Yquem, Sauternes  

Concentrated, powerful and driven. This is a medium-bodied Yquem but containing huge 

horsepower. Bright notes of mandarin and pineapple pair with subtle botrytised notes, which 

linger long on the palate. 

97

97

97

96

97

96

96

96

http://www.rebeccagibb.com/


FUTURE  ZINE    |   APRIL  2017

The 
Top 
100

Chateau Figeac, St-Emilion 

Dense and rich on the nose. Rich and mellifluous. The blend is 36% Merlot, 26% Cabernet 

Franc, 38% Cab Sauv making a very complete wine. No holes, not too opulent with structured 

tannin and real acidity drive. Great concentration yet doesn't overdo it in a cordial/syrupy 

way. Fresh and balanced. Figeac has done a bloody good job this year. 

Chateau Ducru-Beaucaillou, St-Julien 

Brilliant deep purple colour. Mouth-filling and supple yet elegant. Structured tannins that are 

fine and chalky,  coating the mouth. Very sexy and seductive with plenty of innate power and 

lovely fresh acidity. Shame that quantities are tiny: just 7500 cases. 85% Cab Sauv.  

Chateau Margaux Pavilion Blanc, Margaux 

Rich on the mid palate yet delicate somehow. 100% barrel fermented with 25% new. Fine 

with medium acidity. 100% Sauvignon Blanc.  

Chateau Latour a Pomerol, Pomerol 

Very juicy fruity nose offering everything from plums to blackberry to cranberry and 

raspberry. Lovely purity and a sense of weightlessness on the palate - imagine an astronaut 

floating around his spaceship. The tannins coat the palate like chocolate paint. Long plummy 

length and fresh finish. 96% Merlot; 4% Cabernet Franc. 

Petrus, Pomerol 

Deeply coloured. Round but not too rich. Aromatic, offering purity and freshness - the scent is 

reminiscent of fresh plum, black cherry, violets...  High level of intensity without heaviness on 

the palate. Fine grained tannin  - the tannic sinew draws out the wine on the finish. Long, 

appetising length.  

Chateau de Fargues, Sauternes  

After tasting about a dozen Sauternes, this stood out for its intensity, precision and 

complexity. Focused with spice and honey, and not showing masses of primary obvious fruit, 

which is a good thing. Nice fresh, direct finish and long length. If only more Sauternes could 

take a leaf out of this book. 

  

Chateau Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande, Pauillac 

Slightly reductive on the nose but underneath there's dark fruits and herbal notes. Mid- 

weight, precise wine with lots of density on the mid palate. There's power but it's well 

contained within this relatively slight frame. Drawn out tannins, firm acidity. One for the 

long haul. 

 Chateau Lynch-Bages, Pauillac  

Not as obviously fragrant as many of its counterparts but there's clearly sweet dark fruits 

under the bonnet. Huge concentration and massive tannic structure, which combined with 

fresh acidity makes for a pretty powerful wine that you need to leave in bottle for a decent 

length of time before it comes around.  

Chateau La Mission Haut-Brion, Pessac-Leognan 

At this stage, the oak is rather woody at first but there's plenty of fruit to be found on the mid 

and back palate. Sweet fruit but retaining elegance. Fine pixellated tannins.  Light bodied but 

with plenty of density. Pretty, elegant.  

96

96

95
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Chateau Haut-Brion, Pessac-Leognan  

Full and powerful with an almost Chardonnay-like roundness. Incredible concentration, 

mellow. The picking took 2 weeks for 2.5 ha. Alcohol a little warm on the finish. 

Cheval Blanc, St-Emilion 

 77% of the estate's vineyard goes into first wine. Blend: 59.5% Merlot, Cab Franc 37.2% and 

Cab Sauv 3.3%. Rather reductive on the day of tasting. Supple and seductive on palate. Mellow 

and rich. Structured but almost powder-like mouth-coating tannin. Lots of complex flavours: 

roses, mint, plums, liquorice, graphite. Long plum flavours and mouthwatering freshness. 

 Chateau Angelus, St-Emilion  

Not giving at this stage: dark and intense. Full and expansive with abundant mouth-coating 

tannins providing structured finish. Long length with flavours of plum and liquorice lingering 

on and on. One for the medium to long term. 

Chateau Cos d'Estournel, St-Estephe   

Lots of vanilla oak on the broody nose and palate. Rather closed and not as fragrant as many 

wines in this vintage. Full bodied and supple with a huge mass of tannins that coat the palate 

but are resolved. Rather polished and luxurious. Fresh and long with fine damson plum 

lingering for minutes afterward. One for the medium to long term. (76% Cab Sauv, 23% 

Merlot, 1% Cab Franc). 

 Chateau Montrose, St-Estephe  

High level of concentration, elegance and roundness. The wine caresses the palate and is 

wonderfully seductive without being heavy nor rich. The wine is darkly fruited with black 

cherry, liquorice, violets and warm spices. The quantity of tannins is abundant yet they seem 

to melt into the wine, providing very fine texture. Long length. 

Chateau Calon-Ségur, St-Estephe 

Round and supple, very relaxing to drink. Full bodied yet not heavy at all. Elegant, sigh- 

inducing wine. Amazing structure but the tannins are so well managed, finely almost chalky 

in texture. What delicious freshness on the finish 

Chateau Cos d'Estournel Blanc, Bordeaux 

75% Sauvignon Blanc, 25% Semillon. Grapefruit, pineapple sweets, rather tropical nose with a 

very subtle note of vanilla from the oak on the finish. Rich on the palate, full bodied with 

some lees stirring to build. Crisp, zesty acidity with good extract and dry finish. A winning 

result considering 'At the end of August we weren't very optimistic' 

Les Champs Libres,  Bordeaux 

Precise, fine, zingy, steely and citrus. Great freshness with lots of saltiness and grip. Richness 

on the palate, round with some blackcurrant notes from barrel fermentation. 

Le Clarence de Haut-Brion, Pessac-Leognan 

 Power within its round core. Very fine stone-licking tannins, makes for a very attractive 

texture. Elegant and attractive and focused.  
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Chateau Hosanna, Pomerol  

This is a wine that melts in your mouth. Round and silken, this 85% Merlot caresses the palate. 

There's plenty of tannin there, coating the mouth, leaving a structured finish. The aromatics are 

pure and lifted and there's freshness on the finish. 

Chateau Trotanoy, Pomerol  

This is sweet and has an almost coulis-like texture on entry. It is delicate yet expands in the 

mouth like a flower blossoming. An abundance of mouthcoating tannins that provide a 

structure that's meant for the medium to long term. Rather toasty at the moment but I see that 

dissipating with time. 

Chateau Canon, St-Emilion  

A touch reductive when sampled. Pure damson, berry and floral aromatics. Delicate and round 

in the mouth. A seamless wine that finishes with mouthcoating tannins that make you want to 

lick your cheeks. Fresh, mouthwatering acidity.  Very smart. 

Chateau Lagrange, St-Julien  

Intensely fruited wine with abundance of tannins  that offer structure and longevity. Despite its 

density, the frame is only mid-weight at most. There might be lots of fruit wrapped up in 

the whole but this  is one for the cellar. 

Chateau Saint-Pierre, St-Julien 

Intensely coloured deep purple. Medium weight, elegant with attractive aromatics and well- 

judged tannins that provide just the right amount of framework that you want from a LB 

Bordeaux yet well resolved.  I like its pure fragrance and sweet fruit without straying from its 

more classical Old World roots. Good job. 

 Liber Pater, Bordeaux 

Made from a blend of historic varieties, this is  very pure almost CF like in its dark black fruit 

and slight  herbal note. Fine and precise, quite delicate yet with a lot of power. Nice grainy 

tannins like licking a stone. 

 Chateau Kirwan, Margaux  

Freshly picked blackcurrants with a sweetness of fruit that makes it almost fruit-juice like.. 

High level of concentration in a light-bodied frame with well-handled tannins - they're resolved 

and finely textured, leaving a nicely drawn out finish that sings on like a semibreve. 

Chateau Palmer Alter Ego, Margaux  

Very fine and pure, richly aromatic and dense on the palate. Incredibly rich, round, seamless. 

Very impressive. 40% Merlot; 48% Cab; 12% Petit Verdot. 

Chateau Palmer, Margaux  

Very precise nose and palate. High level of concentration without density - only 29hl/ha this 

year. 65% new oak but you wouldn't know it. Rather elegant on the palate. Savoury, dry tannins 

on the finish. 

 Chateau Margaux, Margaux  

Latest harvest ever at Ch Margaux. Super delicate. There is sweet fruit like all the rest of 

Bordeaux in this vintage but this is elegant and well managed. Pure and fine with grainy tannin 

on the finish. Fresh. 84% CS; 13% Merlot; 3% PV. 
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Chateau Lafite, Carruades de Lafite Pauillac 

Floral and fine. Fragrant and pure with violets and blackberry. Very fine tannins but plenty 

of them that melt coating the palate. Acid provides lovely linearity and makes your mouth 

water. Elegant. 

Les Forts de Latour, Pauillac 

Deep, purple, fine blackberry and floral fruit on the front of the palate. A wonderful 

abundance of gravelly tannin and pencil lead. Long. Very appetising and ready to drink soon, 

or the structure would allow holding for the longer term. 

La Chapelle de la Mission Haut-Brion, Pessac-Leognan 

Piquant red and blackurrant fruit. Fresh and juicy but elegant with lovely backbone of acidity 

and tannin. Very attractive and pretty. 

 Chateau Lafleur-Gazin, Pomerol  

Pretty aromatics - lifted blackberry and raspberry and rather pure. Supple, silky texture in the 

mouth - guess that's the 95% Merlot. Great density of fruit without being rich nor heavy. 

Fresh finish with moderate level of tannins. 

Chateau L'Evangile, Pomerol

Toasty and rather closed at the moment with lots of structured chewy tannins. A powerful 

wine that is dark, broody, plummy, intense:  14.5% alcohol but well integrated, as there's a lot 

of concentration here. This is a wine for the long term. Don't even think about opening for at 

least 5+ years. 

Chateau Fonplegade, St-Emilion  

Mid-weight wine, finesse and purity. Lovely fine-grained chalky tannins and silken texture. 

Fresh finish. Very good indeed. 

 Chateau Pavie, St-Emilion 

Opaque colour; attractive plum and spice nose; rich and sweetly fruited in the mouth. 

Impressive on entry. Lots of blackcurrant cassis, liquorice and sweet new oak flavours. Nice 

burst of freshness on the finish and plenty of sticky, mouth-coating tannins. Impressive, 

ambitious. (NB: this is no longer 100% new barrels. Blend is now 60%, 22% cab franc, 18% cab 

sauv. Since buying the property in the late 90s, he has reduced planting of Merlot. In a few 

years' 'time the proportion will be 50 Merlot/50 Cabs to go for extra freshness). 

Chateau Quintus, St-Emilion 

 Full and elegant. Round and perfumed. The best Quintus to date. Fresh and supple, high level 

of intensity with lovely mouthwatering acidity and fine, chalky tannins. 

Chateau Tronquoy-Lalande, St-Estephe  

Dark, pure fruit with a lifted herbal note. Full bodied and sweetly fruited thanks to 58% 

Merlot. Richness combines with elegance. Masses of tannins that create stone-licking texture. 

Fine and long. 

Dame de Montrose, St-Estephe 

Fine and precise nose. Elegance and finesse, supple. Plenty of fine tannin and fresh acidity on 

the finish. Hugely attractive. 
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 Chateau Gruaud-Larose, St-Julien 

Supple, round and fine. Plenty of fruit density and richness in a textural coating of tannins. 

Chateau Talbot, St-Julien 

Fine, rather delicate Saint-Julien. Good concentration without weight. Focused and precise 

with structured, mouth-coating tannins and just the right amount of acidity.  

Clos du Marquis, St-Julien  

Focused in the mouth with dark black fruits and the green herbal notes of Cab Sauv. Decent 

concentration and richness without weight. Fine tannins and nice linearity on the finish 

Grand Village Blanc,  Bordeaux  

Very struck match. Full bodied thanks to the Semillon and distinctive with grapefruit and 

grass with white peach and mouthwatering freshness. An impressive level of concentration 

with nice dry extract and grip on the finish. Salty. 

Chateau La Tour Carnet, Haut Medoc  

A touch oaky on the nose but there's a lot of dark, dense fruit on the palate counterbalancing. 

The tannins are structured and a little pinchy at the moment, but there's no mistaking this is a 

serious, concentrated wine that needs time. The only question is the future of those tannins. 

  

Pavillon Rouge de Ch Margaux, Margaux 

Only 28% of production went into Ch Margaux; piquant, delicate and fine; very fine tannins. 

Chateau La Tour de By, Medoc  

Sweet, fragrant fruit; its juicy scent bops you on the nose. Massive mouthful of fruity wine 

with abundant mouth-coating tannin that demand time in bottle. Decent concentration and 

freshness. Long length with lingering flavours of cinnamon and damson. 

 Chateau Mouton Rothschild Le Petit Mouton, Pauillac  

Rather delicate and elegant. Light bodied with plenty of concentration. A pretty wine with 

bags of freshness, floral and dark berry fruit and very fine tannins that coat the palate. 

Chateau Bellegrave, Pomerol 

The herbal notes of 25% Cabernet Franc are certainly present along with essence of damsons. 

Round and mouth filling, there are no holes here with chocolate tannins and a fine fresh line 

of acidity that sews this wine up. Medium plus on concentration front and medium length. 

Chateau La Fleur Petrus, Pomerol 

Compared with many other of Moueix's Pomerols, this is not as aromatically expressive at the 

moment. But it is incredibly fine and pure, delicate, light bodied in the mouth. The finish is 

slightly woody but this is a barrel sample and doesn't detract from the wine's general beauty. 

Le Pin, Pomerol  

Round, supple and seamless yet lovely delicacy with freshness. Sweet yet spicy and smoky. A 

long, relaxing wine, which is a superb achievement: Merlot vines on gravel soils and a long 

period of drought is hardly conducive to such fine wine (or relaxed vignerons). 
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Chateau Nenin, Pomerol 

Intense concentration of fruit with lovely aromatic purity and a burst of freshness on the 

finish. Full of violets and blackberry with a fine grained tannin on the finish. While the 

alcohol is 14.5%, you wouldn't know it. Now down to just 35% new barrels, it is far less 

extracted and 'made' than it used to be.  

Chateau Gazin, Pomerol 

Bright, vibrant aromatic wine. Sweetly fruited, floral, supple and high level of concentration, 

offering good density on the palate without being too rich. Mouthcoating tannins that are fine 

and stone-licking. Medium length. 

Chateau Fonroque, St-Emilion 

Sweet cherry fruit on the mid palate, violets and herbal note (from the 20% Cab Franc). 

Relatively delicate yet there's plenty of concentration there. Fine and intense 

Clos Fourtet, St-Emilion 

Dark and intense- rather serious on the nose. Round and mouthfilling with fine texture and 

purity of fruit. Then comes the massive tannic structure, which is a bit of a surprise after the 

mid-palate. A wine built to last. 

 Chateau Larcis Ducasse, St-Emilion  

What lovely purity of damson fruit. Very silken, sexy in the mouth - a super relaxing wine. 

The tannins are fine and chalky and the medium-long finish is fresh and attractively floral 

and spicy. 

 Chateau Lilian Ladouys, St-Estephe 

Fragrant, floral, rather pretty St-Estephe with plenty of concentration yet retains an elegance 

on the mid palate. Finishes with a pow - massive tannic structure but they are resolved and I'd 

like to see this one go for the medium to long term. 

Chateau Capbern, St-Estephe  

Deep purple. Fine, piquant blackcurrant and herbals. Sweetly fruited, ripe and lots of density 

plus elegance. Really juicy with plenty of tannnin but it's resolved and actually rather 

friendly for a St-Estephe. 

Chateau Tour de Pez, St-Estephe 

Sweet, dark black cherry and blackcurrant. Fresh, juicy and fine with very fine tannins - 

although there's no mistake there's plenty of them. Pretty, elegant finish. 

 Chateau Branaire-Ducru, St-Julien 

Reductive on the nose but a taut frame that keeps things precise. Decent concentration, 

freshness and fine melty tannins. 

 Liber Pater, Graves  

Mid-weight, sits nicely in the mouth, mellifluous and sexy, good intensity, the oak is a little 

obvious. Fine, and I feel like I can taste the gravels of the vineyard, well focused. 
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Chateau Citran, Haut Medoc  

Spicy, cinnamon and pencil lead combines with fragrant fruit, florals and pencil lead. A 

medium bodied style that is both appetising wine and compact with good density on the mid 

palate. Medium long length. 

Chateau Beaumont, Haut-Medoc 

Great purple colour. Slightly oaky nose but on the palate it's full of purity and fragrance: 

violets, blackcurrants, black cherry. Decent intensity of fruit. Masses of fine tannins coat the 

mouth, leaving a chocolatey almost sticky finish that makes you want to lick the side of your 

cheeks long after you've tasted. Medium to long finish. 

 Chateau La Lagune, Haut-Medoc  

A very seductive red. Deeply coloured. Huge purity of plum fruit with delicate pencil lead and

herbal notes. In the mouth, it's soft and supple yet retains its frame. Lovely freshness and 

powdery mouthcoating tannins. 

 Chateau Dauzac, Margaux 

Lots of juicy sweet fruit on the nose and a herbal character. Sweet and juicy within its 

medium-bodied frame with firm acidity and sinewy tannins that provide grip and line on the 

finish. Lip smacking. 

Chateau Lascombes, Margaux 

Sweet and supple, super relaxed wine in the mouth. No anxiety in this wine. Its just pure fruit 

and fine, structured tannins that melt around the palate. Fresh finish, medium length. 

Chateau Malescot St.-Exupery, Margaux  

Highly fragrant and floral. Good concentration of fruit, light- to mid-weight frame with 

mouthcoating almost sticky tannins and fresh rather than firm acidity. Medium long. 

 Chateau Marquis de Terme, Margaux 

Creamily textured, bursting with freshness and abundant tannins that coat the palate. Very 

supple, relaxed wine with fragrant, purity of fruit. Pure damson fruit and cinnamon spice 

lingers on the palate. 

 Chateau Chasse-Spleen, Moulis-en-Medoc 

Fine, purple nose: piquant blackcurrants, violets. Expansive in the mouth with just the right 

balance of sweet fruit and freshness. Nice concentration of fruit, mouthcoating very fine 

grained tannin (the Merlot is planted on clay-limestone) and good freshness on the medium- 

long finish. A lovely, well-made example of the vintage from this lesser known appellation. 

 Pauillac de Latour, Pauillac 

Aromatically fragrant. Lovely sweet juicy fruit on entry. Fine, resolved tannins, very long and 

fine acidity. Very elegant and pretty. 

Chateau La Mission Haut-Brion Blanc, Pessac-Leognan  

62% Sauv and 37% Sem. Full bodied and rich with dry, textural  finish with lovely fresh 

acidity.  
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Chateau Beau Soleil, Pomerol 

Spicy, herbal. Ripe, black cherry and plums, full and round, seamless almost. Chocolatey 

tannins, very sexy and drinkable with nice line on the finish. Is there a tiny bitter hint on the 

finish?  

Chateau Mazeyres, Pomerol 

Very attractive primary fruit nose offering plums and redcurrants. An almost syrupy mid 

palate texture , full and round - very much a Merlot dominant wine (73%). Tannins are mouth

coating, round with lingering sweet fruit on the fresh finish. A silken and sexy Pomerol.  

Les Pensees de Lafleur, Pomerol 

45% Merlot, 55% Cab Franc: Very smooth and silky with complex flavours: fine graphite and 

violet, a hint of herbal but very subtle. Lovely resolved finely textured, mouthcoating 

tannins. Very precise and poised. 

Chateau Le Bon Pasteur, Pomerol  

Rich, opulent and full with lots of tannin that coat the palate. Intense concentration, offering 

lots of florality. A big impressive wine that could do with a bit more freshness to cut through 

the sweet richness. 

 Chateau Petit-Village, Pomerol  

Rich, deep aromas. A complete wine that flows from start to finish. A mid-weight style with 

decent concentration of fruit and nice sinew. Finish is taut and medium-long with flavours of 

damson and violets. 

 Chateau La Pointe, Pomerol 

Full and mellow with pure damson fruit and chocolatey tannins and fresh acidity. An easy to 

like style that's already approachable as a barrel sample. 

 Chateau d'Arche, Sauternes  

High toned with lovely vanilla, marmalade, honey, good intensity. Rather delicate on the mid 

palate and light bodied yet with nice roundness and fresh acidity that wakes up the palate. 

Rather appealing and drinkable 

Chateau Lafaurie Peyraguey, Sauternes 

Fresh and round with nice medicinal characters and vanilla that I like to see in Sauternes 

combined with mango and pineapple fruits. A mid weight example with good concentration 

and just enough freshness on the finish. One of the better examples from the vintage. 

Chateau La Tour Blanche, Sauternes 

Focused with good concentration. Nice weight on the mid palate with good freshness.  A little 

savoury with nice spice, cinnamon. Medium length. 

 Chateau Laroze, St-Emilion  

66% Merlot, 28% Cabernet Franc, 6% Cabernet Sauvignon. Sweet fruit, pure and intense: a 

sweet black cherry elixir with herbal notes. Fine acidity. 
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 Chateau La Marzelle, St-Emilion 

Opulent, full and round. Violets, blackberries, pure unadulterated fruit. Fine with deliciously 

textured mouthcoating yet chalky tannins. High level of fruit intensity yet in a compact 

whole.  

Chateau Puy-Blanquet, St-Emilion 

First wine of day two in the Big Brother en primeur household. 90% Merlot; 10% Cab Franc. 

Pure, bright and aromatically lifted: lovely violets and blackberry fruit. Delicate on the mid 

palate yet round. Fresh and energetic. A modest level of tannins. Medium length reminiscent 

of pencil lead. Joyous. 

Chateau Belair-Monange, St-Emilion  

Rich and expansive in the mouth - very Merlot. Round and seamless with an abundance of 

stone-licking tannins. Lovely freshness on the finish that offers lots of pencil lead on the 

medium-long finish. 

 Saintem Saintayme, St-Emilion 

The last of Denis Durantou's parcels to be harvested. Juicy sweet plum fruit with a hint of 

raisin. Rich, sweet and round 100% Merlot. Pencil lead and cinnamon spice. The tannins are 

chewy and chalky and the finish is fresh. 

 Le Petit Cheval, St-Emilion 

62% Merlot, 38% Cab Franc. Pure red cherry and redcurrant with a definite herbal green note 

from the Cab Franc. Round and mouth filling, very silky with lovely fresh acidity on the 

finish. Chalk-like grainy tannins that coat the cheeks. Long piquant fruit length. 

 Chateau Cos Labory, St-Estephe 

Supple and round yet still manages some delicacy on the mid palate. Big structured chewy 

tannins that make this a wine for ageing. Plenty of concentration to allow this. 

Le Marquis de Calon-Segur, St-Estephe 

Round, sexy, seductive. Aromatically fragrant with lovely violets and freshness. This is the 

first year that the Cab Sauv vines that were planted in 07, 08, 09, 10 have been put in the 

Marquis. This year it's got a lovely precision and elegance that the Cab brings. Nice tension 

and length. 

Chateau Leoville Las Cases Le Petit Lion, St-Julien 

Fine and elegant, soft dark fruits with lovely mouth-coating stone-licking tannins with 

mouthwatering tannins. Just lovely - open, elegant and fresh and delicious texture. Certainly 

one to buy at a reasonable price and enjoy in the medium term 

 Chateau Léoville Poyferré, St-Julien 

Medium weight wine with lots of vanilla and sweet fruit. The tannins are abundant and 

combined with the acid, leaves a rather crunchy finish. Long and driven.  
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